
         
    

 

 
 

  
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Belmont Ridge Middle School 
 

“EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION” 
 

19045 Upper Belmont Place, Leesburg, VA 20176 

www.loudoun.k12.va.us/bmrms      T: 571-252-2220 

 
 
 

 

 

Dear Belmont Ridge Families, 
 

As the calendar turns to February, it is hard to believe we are already 
8 days into the 3rd marking period.  While there is still almost half of 

the school year remaining, we are beginning to make initial 
preparations for which courses students will take next year. 
 

    During the month of February, we will be holding curriculum 

information nights for parents to provide them details regarding 
courses students will be able to take at Belmont Ridge Middle School 
and Riverside High School.  School counselors from both schools will 

be meeting with students during the month of February during 
Resource to review the course selection process, answer student 
questions, and assist them in choosing required and elective 

classes.  The Principal Coffee Talk on Friday, February 8 will focus on 
the course selection process and provide information regarding 
electives. While all parents are welcome to attend the Principal 

Coffee Talk, the presentation will be geared towards parents who 
have students who are currently in 6th and 7th grade.  As a 
reminder, 7th grade students will be able to take one (1) yearlong 

elective while 8th grade students are able to enroll in two (2) 
yearlong electives courses. Please view the calendar contained in this 
newsletter for dates and times of Rising Parent Curriculum 

Information Nights. 
 

    Based on feedback and comments shared by parents during 

previous PTO meetings and Principal Coffee Talks, we are inviting 
parents to attend a screening of the movie Screenagers on Tuesday, 
February 26 at 6:30 pm in the Belmont Ridge auditorium.  

Screenagers is a short film created by a parent regarding the amount 
of screen time her child was engaged in during the day and how the 
parent responded.  We hope you will be able to join us for this 

relevant and important topic of how much is too much screen time 
and strategies to balance the appropriate amount of screen time for 
your child.  We will conclude the month of February by recognizing 

students who achieved A and A/B honor roll during the 2nd marking 
period. Parents are also invited to participate in the Principal for a 
Day program. If interested, please send me an email and we will 

coordinate a date which is convenient.  Happy February and thank 
you for taking the time to read our newsletter. 
 

Sincerely, 
     
Dr. Ryan P. Hitchman 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

February 2019 
 

 

Administrative Team 
 

Dr. Ryan Hitchman 
Principal 

 
Mr. David McKenzie 

Assistant Principal 
 

Mr. Michael Surma 

Assistant Principal 
 

8th Grade 
 

Mr. Ryan Mikulsky 
Dean 

 

Ms. Kelly Murphy 
Counselor 

(A-K) 
 

Mrs. Zamarit Simpkins 
Counselor 

(L-Z) 
 

Mrs. Kiana Cuebas 
Secretary 

571-252-2228 
 

7th Grade 
 

Mr. F. Michael Skinner 
Dean 

 

Ms. Joy Jackson 
Counselor 

 
Ms. LaReese Roane 

Secretary 
571-252-2227 

 

6th Grade 
 

Dr. Felecia Lewis 

Dean 
 

Ms. Lauren Panek 

Counselor 
 

Mrs. Marlo Newman 

Secretary 

571-252-2226 
 

Lead Counselor 
 

Mr. Damien White 
(SPED, ELL, 504's) 

 

School Information 
 

Office Hours 
8:00-4:00 

Phone: 571-252-2220 
Fax: 703-669-1455 

 
Absentee Line 

571-252-2222 
 

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/bmrms


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

 

 

 

 

1 

 
Club Picture Day! 

2 

3 

 

4 5 

United Mental 

Health Team – 

Parent Night 

6:00pm  

 auditorium 

6 
Rising 6th Grade 

 Parent & Student 

Night – 6:30pm 
 

Rising 9th Grade Parent 

Night @ RVHS 6:30pm 
 

Battle of the Books 3:30-

4:30 (C5) 
 

7 8 

Principal 

Coffee Talk 

9:00 a.m. in café 

9 

10 11 12 
Rising 6th Grade 

Music Test Drive 

6:30-8:00pm 

13 
Rising 7th Grade 

Parent Night – 6:30pm 

 

Battle of the Books 

3:30-4:30 (C5) 

14 

 

15 16 

17 18 

 
NO SCHOOL 

19 20 
Rising 8th Grade 

Parent Night – 6:30pm 

 

Battle of the Books 

3:30-4:30 (C5) 

21 22 

PTO Meeting 

9:00-10:30 café 

23 

24 25 26 
8th Grade Honor Roll 

Assembly - 7:30am 

 

Screenagers 

6:30pm 

auditorium 

27 
7th Grade Honor Roll 

Assembly - 7:30am 
 

Battle of the Books 

3:30-4:30 (C5) 
 

Spanish Club  

3:30-4:30 

28 
6th Grade Honor Roll 

Assembly - 7:30am 

 

  

 

http://blogs.glnd.k12.va.us/blog/category/websites/
http://blogs.glnd.k12.va.us/blog/category/websites/
http://blogs.glnd.k12.va.us/blog/category/websites/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Belmont Ridge Middle School 
TESTING WINDOWS 

2018 - 2019 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

        

*** Specific test dates will be announced closer to the test window. *** 
 

TEST START OF WINDOW END OF WINDOW 

ACCESS for ELLs (ELL students) January 21 March 15 

SOL English: Writing (8th Grade) 

• Multiple Choice Section 

• Short Paper Section 

March 4 March 8 

MAP Assessment (All grades) 

• Math 

• Reading 

March 11 March 15 

SOL Non-Writing (All grades) 

• Algebra 1 

• Civics and Economics 8 

• Geometry 

• Math 6, 7, 8 

• Reading 6, 7, 8 

• Science 8 

May 6 
May 31 

This includes make-ups. 

 
For more information and resources on the SOL assessments, you may go to the following websites: 

• Virginia Department of Education: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/index.shtml 

• Loudoun County Public Schools: www.lcps.org - Go to: Services>Assessment Services 
 
 

 

 

                                              
 

Please use caution while driving in the carpool lane.  Please do not 

make U-turns and obey stop signs for students and adults walking in 

the crosswalks.  Thank you! 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/index.shtml
http://www.lcps.org/
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As a culminating experience in FACS 7, Mrs. Madigan's students competed in a Pizza 

Wars competition.  Students were charged with creating a new pizza for "Belmont 

Pizzeria" in order to drive new customers to the business.  Students designed pizza boxes 

with logos and slogans as well as a sales pitch geared towards a target audience.  After 

preparing their mise en place, students created their pizzas on January 10th and 11th.  They 

felt the pressure of a time crunched kitchen as they finished their creations in a flurry of 

activity.  Teacher judges were joined by Jack Azar, owner of Manhattan Pizza to assess 

students' pizzas and marketing plans.  Winners received gift cards, generously donated by 

Manhattan Pizza.  The judging was close, as all students produced delicious pizza and 

enthusiastic sales pitches.  Congratulations to all! 

 

       
      

     
 

 

 

 Art Supplies for the second semester are available in 

the school store for $15.00. 

  Geometry Students – compass $5.00 and project  

   portfolio $ 2.00 are available in the Main Office. 
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           Library Happenings 
 

Coming in February: We will be celebrating “Love A Book Month” 

by holding a free book exchange and posting hearts of students and 

staff’s favorite books!  

 

February is when we celebrate Black History Month & 

President’s Day!  We will be putting together a display in honor of 

notable contributors.  

 

The library is the place to learn! We have been busy with a variety 

of lessons. We worked with Mrs. Kindler in 6th grade to assist students with putting 

together book trailers for the book Refugee by Alan Gratz. We also worked with 

students on text structure of non-fiction books and talked about biographies.  

 

Coming in February we will work with Civics classes using resources to help with 

their Constitutional Rights of the Accused assignment. We will also be preparing to 

work with grade levels on Fake News awareness.  

 

February Featured Author 

Gary Schmidt 
 

Gary Schmidt is a writer who tells a great story.  His stories are realistic, express 

empathy, and you really care about the characters.   Schmidt has been described by 

Gordon College Professor Janet Flint-Ferguson as a writer who “intermingles great 

sorrow with some of the most delightful humor.” 

 

Look for his books in the library! 
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Use eShare to submit your baby picture for inclusion in the 8th grade section of 
the yearbook! 
 

THREE WAYS TO SUBMIT YOUR BABY PHOTO USING ESHARE: 
      

OPTION 1: Visit www.YearbookOrderCenter.com. Use school code 13554. Select UPLOAD 
PHOTOS and then select “Yes, take me to eShare” -- enter your student information and then 
select the baby picture from your computer. In the description of the photo, include 8TH 
GRADE BABY PICTURE. 
 

OPTION 2: Use the Herff Jones eShare APP for Apple or Android phones. After downloading 
the app on your phone, you can submit your photo. Use school code 13554. Enter your 
student information and then select the baby picture from your phone photo album. In the 
description of the photo, include 8TH GRADE BABY PICTURE. 
 

OPTION 3: Open a browser on your phone and visit https://www.hjeShare.com and use school 
code 13554. Enter your student information and then select the baby picture from your phone 
photo album. In the description of the photo, include 8TH GRADE BABY PICTURE. 
 

Questions about 8th grade baby picture submissions? Contact the yearbook advisors, Maggie 
Mason (maggie.mason@lcps.org) or Meghan Rogers (meghan.rogers@lcps.org 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Any late photos or photos without the proper information WILL NOT be 
included in the yearbook. 

 

 

 

Your Belmont Ridge PTO has some exciting news! 
 

Get ready to have some fun at the BEMS PTO Spring Fling...a dance here at the school for all 

grade levels to celebrate Spring's arrival! Stay tuned for more details. 
 

Unfortunately, our BEMS PTO Atomic Jump Night was cancelled by weather in January. If we 

can get a new date on the books for that, we will let you know! 
 

The next teacher lunch event is scheduled for Thursday, March 14. Help give our hard-

working teachers and staff a fabulous meal! We will need help with food and beverage 

donations, as well as extra hands to help with set-up, serving, and clean-up. Be on the lookout 

for a signup from our PTO Hospitality Chair, Christina Williamson, later this month.  
 

Stay on top of PTO news by liking us on Facebook! Have a lovely February! 
 

BELMONT RIDGE…8th Grade Baby Pictures! 
All submissions are DUE by February 22 

 

8th grade students, want your cute baby picture 
included in the yearbook? 
 

http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.hjeshare.com/
mailto:maggie.mason@lcps.org
mailto:meghan.rogers@lcps.org
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Tips to help your students stay organized: 

• Check student agenda or StudentVue nightly for assignments and due dates 
• Have one homework folder for all assignments (A day side, B day side) or use an 

accordion folder to keep all assignments in one space and 
carry it to every class 

o Use colored post-it notes in the homework folder: 
one color for assignments that still need to be 
finished and kept in folder, another color for 
completed assignments that need to be turned in 
Use a family calendar at home 

• Use a family calendar at home 
o Write down all upcoming assignments for the month and plan backwards at 

least one week to start projects, studying, etc. 
• Have students pack their backpack the night before and use a checklist as a reminder 

for essentials 
o Chromebook, agenda, homework folder, gym clothes, etc. 

• Have one organized, quiet work space at home where students can study/complete 
homework daily. 

o Try to keep study supplies at this desk/space such as highlighters, flashcards, 
post-it notes, etc. 

Getting in touch with a counselor: 
• Students can fill out an online request form here: 

https://www.lcps.org/Page/212121 
 
 

                 Upcoming Events: 
 

• February 6th - Rising 6th Grade Parent Night and student tour @ 6:30-7:30pm  
• February 6th - Rising 9th Grade Parent Night @ 6:30-8:30 (at Riverside HS) 
• February 13th - Rising 7th Grade Parent Night @ 6:30-7:30pm 
• February 15th - Course selections in 6th grade resource classes 
• February 20th - Rising 8th Grade Parent Night @ 6:30-7:30pm 
• February 21st - Course selections in 7th grade resource classes 
• February 28th & March 1st – Course selections in 8th grade resource classes                       

(presented by Riverside Counseling Staff)  

https://www.lcps.org/Page/212121
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Riverside High School 

Parent and Student Course Registration Orientation and Curriculum Fair 

 

February 6, 2019 

(Snow Date February 13) 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
 

Rising 9th Grade Parent Session 
 

Auditorium 

6:30 – 7:15 p.m. 

Presenters: 

Doug Anderson, Principal 

Rob Yarborough, Director of School Counseling 

Department Chairs 

 

Duel Enrollment Course Info. Session  

(Rising 10th-12th Grade Parents) 
 

Library 

6:30 – 7:15 p.m. 

Presenters: 

Dual Enrolled Course Teachers, School Counseling 
 

Curriculum Fair/Open House for all Grade Levels 
 

Cafeteria & Adjoining Hallways 

7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

All departments will be represented to answer your questions concerning Core Classes, 

Electives, Honors, Advanced Placement, Dual Enrolment, ELL, and Learning Services 

 

English 

Social Studies 

Math 

Science 

World Languages & Culture 

Learning Services 

Career & Technical Education 

Fine & Performing Arts 

Health & Physical Education 

English Language Learners 

School Counseling 
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Summer 2019 Math Camp 
 

Summer Math Camp registration is now OPEN. 
https://fs4.formsite.com/bemsptso/form28/index.html 

 
Math Camp will review necessary skills from the previous school year, 
make connections to new material and key vocabulary, and preview 
topics covered in the first quarter.  
 
 

Course for Fall of 2019 Camp 
Any student enrolling in 6th grades in the Fall of 2019… Math 6 

Any student enrolling in math 7 or math 8 in the Fall of 2019… Math 7 & 8 

Any student enrolling in Algebra 1 in the Fall of 2019… Algebra 1 

Any student enrolling in Geometry in the Fall of 2019... Geometry 

Any student enrolling in Alg 2 or Alg2/Trig in the Fall of 2019... Algebra 2/trig 

 
Session 1: July 29-Aug 2  Session 2: August 5-9 

Math 6 
 

Algebra 1 8:30-10:30 Math 6 Geometry 

Math 6 
 

Algebra 1 11:00-1:00 Math 6 
 

Algebra 1  
 

Math 7 & 8 Geometry 1:30-3:30 Math 6 
 

Algebra 1  
 

Algebra 2/trig 4:00-6:00 Algebra 2/trig 
 

 
No refunds or changes after June 30, 2019 
Camp is $200 for 10 hours of instruction 

 

Questions: Contact Christine Spinosa at cspinosa@lcps.org 
 

 

 

 

mailto:cspinosa@lcps.org
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The tradition of excellence continues… 
 

RiverHawk Productions at Belmont Ridge Middle School is proud to announce its 2019 spring 

musical, Disney’s “Freak Friday: A New Musical”!  Featuring a cast and crew of Belmont 

Ridge’s incredibly talented kids, a catchy score, fun choreography and a fantastic set, this is 

another hysterically funny RiverHawk Productions show you do not want to miss! SHOW 

DATES: Friday, March 29 – Sunday, March 31 and Thursday, April 4 – Saturday, April 6. 

Catch a sneak peek at the Stuart Weller/Seldens Landing Volleyball Game at Belmont Ridge 

Middle School on Friday, March 8, 2019. For more information and updates, please visit 

https://www.lcps.org/Page/2114. 

 
 

 
 

 

The Belmont Ridge PTO 

invites all its students and 

families to a screening of 

Screenagers, directed by 

Delaney Ruston, M.D. The 

68-minute film is about the 

impact of the digital age on 

children and how to help 

them minimize harmful 

effects and find balance. 

Past audience members 

have said that they feel 

more confident and better 

equipped to establish 

balance around screen time 

afterward. There will be a 

brief discussion after the 

film. Please join us for this 

educational event. 

Tuesday, February 26 at 

6:30pm in the Belmont 

Ridge auditorium. 
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